
10 laws that internet or social media users could 
knowingly or unknowingly violate 

 

1. Computer Fraud and Abuse Act (CFAA):  

This law prohibits unauthorized access to computers and networks, which can include 
hacking, phishing, and other cybercrimes. 

2. Communications Decency Act (CDA) Section 230: 

While this law protects platforms from liability for user-generated content, users can 
still be held accountable for illegal content they post. 

3. Children's Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA):  

This law requires websites to obtain parental consent before collecting personal 
information from children under 13. 

4. Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA):  

Violating copyright laws by sharing or downloading copyrighted material without 
permission can lead to legal consequences. 

5. Electronic Communications Privacy Act (ECPA):  

This law protects certain communications from unauthorized interception and access, 
making it illegal to eavesdrop on or intercept electronic communications. 

6. Federal Trade Commission Act (FTC Act):  

Engaging in deceptive or unfair practices online, such as false advertising or scams, can 
violate this law. 

7. Cyberstalking and Cyber-harassment Laws:  

Many jurisdictions have laws against using the internet to stalk or harass individuals, 
which can include sending threatening messages or spreading false information. 

8. Revenge Porn Laws:  

Sharing intimate images of someone without their consent is illegal in many places and 
can lead to severe penalties. 

9. Defamation Laws:  



Posting false statements about someone that harm their reputation can result in 
defamation lawsuits. 

10. Anti-Spam Laws (e.g., CAN-SPAM Act):  

Sending unsolicited commercial emails without following specific guidelines can 
violate anti-spam laws. 

 

It's important for internet and social media users to be aware of these laws to avoid 
potential legal issues.  

 


